A General Overview of Game-Related Sites

v 0.1  -  Jose Zagal 
Disclaimer:
There are literally hundreds of thousands of sites. This is no attempt to catalogue them all. Rather, it is an attempt to categorize the breadth of gaming-related sites that exist. I have also made a conscious effort to stay away from sites involved in illegal activities. This basically means piracy. (warez, crackz, hacks, etc.) 
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Abandonware

Abandonware is defined as software that is “abandoned” by its original vendors and manufacturers. It is generally applied to games that are old and no longer available commercially, though the definition is quite loose for some people. It is similar to retrogaming (See Retro Gaming/Emulation), though generally it refers to old computer software that would still run on today’s computers. (such as old DOS games). 

Typical Services/ Sections:
Downloads, webboards, related news
www.the-underdogs.org
www.abandonwarering.com
www.flashback-aw.net
Clans and Guilds

Clans are groups of gamers that play multiplayer games together (as a team). They are quite common for popular FPS games as well as some strategy games. Guilds are basically the same thing (people sticking together), but on MMORPGS. Guild are also not necessarily competitive in practice. 

Typical Services/Sections:

Information, news (guild and clan), faqs, webboards
www.llts.org  (The Syndicate – General Guild, encompasses several games)

www.clanyellowpages.com (Clan Index)

Education

Sites for places dedicated to educating (or the education of) people who want to make a career in the games industry. (there are so few of these that I thought I’d add then anyhow)

Typical Services/Sections:

Information, related news, display of students work/demo 

guildhall.smu.edu

www.fullsail.edu
www.etc.cmu.edu
www.academyofget.com
www.aie.act.edu.au
www.digipen.edu
www.gameinstitute.com (Online)

Game Design and Development

These sites are interested in the design and development of games. Similar in many respects to “Industry” type sites, these are more worried about what happens before a product is out the door than after. These sites tend to concentrate more on the technical aspects of game development (ie. Programming).

Typical Services/Sections:

Interviews, articles, columns, webboards, job offers/resumes, industry news

www.gamasutra.com
www.gamedev.net
www.flipcode.com
www.gameprogrammer.com
www.gametutorials.com
www.makegames.com
Game Development/Publishing Companies

Official sites for companies that make and publish games.  Note that these sites are not the same as official game sites, though sometimes they are hosted in the same place. 

Typical Services/Sections:

Information on products, store, downloands (demos, patches), customer service

www.ionstorm.com
www.idgames.com
www.capcom.com
www.ea.com
www.rockstargames.com
www.nintendo.com
www.sega.com
www.atari.com
www.square-enix-usa.com
www.ubi.com
www.acclaim.com
www.codemasters.com
www.epicgames.com
www.blizzard.com
www.lucasarts.com
www.activision.com
www.interplay.com
www.xbox.com
www.argonaut.com
www.naughtydog.com
Games as Sport

These sites promote gaming as a professional sport (e-sports). They help with competitions, host news related to the games 

Typical Services/Sections: 

Information regarding events, player rankings, webboards. 

www.thecpl.com/league/ (Cyberathelete Professional League)

www.worldcybergames.com (World Cyber Games)

www.ggl.com (Global Gaming League)

www.slangg.net (SLANGG, Resource center for gamers in Singapore)

www.worldogl.com (Online Gaming League)

Others

www.youplaygames.com
Allows you to earn (and lose) money by playing online games. Basically, for every kill you make you earn money. You also lose money when you die.

www.quakecon.org
Official site for Quake Con. This is a huge multiplayer LAN party with competitions, special guests and other attractions. (this years will provide a chance to play Doom III, which has yet to be released.)

www.evenbalance.com
Site dedicated to detect and prevent cheating on online games. 

www.twingalaxies.com
Player rankings, gaming statistics and championship tournaments. Call it the “Guinness Book of World Gaming Records” and more…

Game Sites 

These are sites dedicated to a particular game (or franchise). They are similar to game company web sites. Most are official but a few are fan created. There actually aren’t a lot of these sites (dedicated exclusively to one game) that are not MMORPGs.

Typical Services/Sections:

Information on games, tips and strategy, store

www.crashbandicoot.com (official)

www.zelda.com (official)

www.residentevil.com (official)

www.virtuafighter.com (fan)

www.soulcalibur.com (fan?)

www.classicgaming.com/castlevania (fan)

www.starcraft.org (fan)

Help

These are sites dedicated to providing help in playing (and completing) games. This refers to cheat codes, strategy guides, walkthroughs and secrets or easter eggs. Most of these sites accept user submissions that are added to the “knowledge base. Perhaps the most popular site is gamefaqs.com which has codes and links from other sites as well.

Typical Services/Sections: 

Cheat codes, strategy guides, reviews, FAQs, webboards, game saves (other peoples saved games that you can download), search engine

www.gamefaqs.com
www.a2zcheats.com
www.cheatcc.com
www.gamewinners.com
www.cheatplanet.com
www.gamegenie.com
Others

www.gameshark.com  (Gameshark)

us.codejunkies.com ( Action Replay)

These sites specialize in cheats that involve direct manipulation of the game in runtime. In other words, the code involves manipulating the memory address where, for example, the variable of how many lives you have is stored. These “codes” require a special peripheral that must be purchased separately.

Humor

Sites dedicated to game related humor. (or gamer humor)

www.penny-arcade.com
www.gamespy.com/comics/deathmarch
Industry

Sites that cater to people interested in news and information on the game industry. This includes business information (mergers, acquisitions, stock prices, etc.) , sales 

Typical Services/Sections:

News, interviews, sales charts, stock charts, reviews.

www.gameindustry.com (GIN)

www.gignews.com
www.gamesindustry.biz
www.elspa.com (Entertainment and Leisure Software Publishers Association)

www.idga.com (International Game Developers Association)

Machinima
Machinima is the creation of movie clips with footage from games. In some cases it only refers to editing and adding additional audio (such as a voice-over) while in others it means using a 3d game engine while creating everything else (3d models, maps, textures, etc.) In other words, machinima is filmmaking withina realt-time, 3D virtual environments. 
Typical Services/Sections:

Downloads (movies as well as tools and utils), tutorials, webboards, related news

www.machinima.com
www.machinima.org
www.z-studios.com
www.planetquake/qdq
www.illclan.com
www.strangecompany.org
Others

www.planetquake.com/cineplex
ppj.telefragged.com
These sites host reviews for machinima movies.

Massmarket: News and Information

These sites specialize in providing information and news on the latest videogame releases (usually all platforms as well as computers). The two biggest sites in this category are www.gamespot.com and www.ign.com. Both of these have a paid subscription service to access most information from the site. Their main attractions incluye reviews, previews as well as related articles (ex: “Top 10 Action Games of All Time” or  “Interview With Will Wright)”. Quite a few of these sites have print magazine counterparts. 

Typical Services/Sections: 

reviews, previews, columns, articles, downloads (demos and movies), search engine

Online Only:

www.gamespot.com
www.ign.com
www.escmag.com (Escape E-Magazine)

www.gamezone.com
www.gamespy.com
Based on Print Publications:

www.pcgamer.com (PC Gamer Magazine)

www.gameinformer.com  (Game Informer Magazine)

 www.gamepro.com  (GamePro Magazine)

www.officialxboxmagazine.com (Xbox Magazine)

www.nintendopower.com (Nintendo Power Magazine)

www.gamers.com/egm (Electronic Gaming Monthly Magazine)

www.gamers.com/opm (Official Playstation Magazine)

www.psmonline.com  (Playstation Magazine)

www.gamers.com/gn (Game NOW Magazine)

www.gamers.com/xbn (XBox Nation Magazine)

www.edge-online.com  (Edge Magazine)

Others

www.the-magicbox.com 

Specializes in game news, but has information on sales as well as release schedules for the Japanese market.

www.gamerankings.com
Maintains ratings for games that are compounded from what other sites (and magazines) award games.

MMOGS

Sites dedicated to MMORPGS (official) and to the communities that develop around these types of games. An important aspect of these sites is the activity developed around what happens within the game. For example,  Ultima Online has the Britannia News Network that reports on latest news of the game, within the game. These sites are also used as an important help resource for new players. 

Typical Services/Sections:

Game related news, webboards, customer service, store, articles

www.ultimaonline.com
www.toontown.com
www.toontowncentral.com
ac2vault.ign.com

www.ac-2.net
www.microsoft.com/games/acs2
www.allakhazam.com
Mods

Mods are fan-created extensions or add-ons to commercial games. These generally include new character models and new maps. A total conversion mod replaces all of the artwork, character models, audio and scenarios of an existing game with something completely new. 

Typical Services/ Sections:
Related news, webboards, downloads, hosted sites, faqs, tutorials

www.planetquake.com
www.planetunreal.com
www.planethalflife.com
thesims.ea.com/us  (The Sims Exchange)

nwn.bioware.com/builders 

Museums and Catalogs
These are sites dedicated to the documentation, preservation and archival of information related to games. This includes information such as box art, manuals, credits and even binary files. 
Typical Services/Sections:

Related news, search engine

www.mobygames.com
www.system16.com
Research and Academia
These are sites for (and by) people that are interested in games in the academic sense of the word. This includes the study of games as culture, as forms of interactive narrative, as media, and for their own sake.

Typical Services/Sections:

Articles, webboards

www.ludology.org
game.itu.dk

www.playresearch.com
www.game-culture.com
www.nickyee.com/hub/ 

www.game-research.com
www.digiplay.org.uk
web.mit.edu/cms/

Journals

gamestudies.org  (Game Studies)
www.scit.wlv.ac.uk/~cm1822/ijigs11.htm (I. J. of Intelligent Games & Simulation)

Weblogs

I’ve placed these here since the authors are primarily researchers or members of the game design community interested in furthering their art and holding serious discussions about games.

www.gamegirladvance.com
www.costik.com/weblog
www.antifactory.org
www.jesperjuul.dl/ludologist
chrisbusse.blogspot.com

grandtextauto.gatech.edu

www.corante.com/gotgame

Retro Gaming / Emulation

These are sites dedicated to games for gaming platforms that are no longer in production. This is generally accomplished through specialized software that emulates the operation of the now-extinct gaming platform. Games and such are usually available in the forms of ROMS. The possession of ROMS is of dubious legality, though the emulation of the hardware platforms is not. Emulation includes not only home game consoles but old computers as well as arcade machines.  (actually, pretty much everything is being emulated nowadays, including Xbox)

The retrogaming “scene” basically caters to three interest groups. There are those who want to play old games, there are those who want to program old gaming platforms (for example, to make their own games) and there are those interested in investigating the hardware that is to be emulated. 

Typical Services/Sections:

Technical documentation, downloads (ROMS or emulators), webboards, hosted sites, related news

www.emulatronia.com
www.retrogames.com
www.consolevision.com
www.dcemulation.com
www.mame.net
www.zophar.net
www.emuchrist.org
www.mameworld.net
www.devrs.com\
www.classicgaming.com
www.mameromlinks.com
www.vg-network.com
chn.roarvgn.com

Others

www.retrogamingradio.com
An online radio show about classic gaming with news, reviews, interviews, etc.

www.classicgaming.com/2600ce/
www.classicgaming.com/vcsp
Sites dedicated to creating handheld versions of Atari’s 2600 gaming console. (this has been done successfully, they are now trying to get it done on a commercial scale)

digita.mame.net

Arcade emulation on Digita enabled cameras. 

