              The perfect scenario for a student will be to get through College without having to pay for it; meaning the government providing College education for free. Truth is, we don’t live in a perfect world and the government can’t afford to pay for every body’s College education because of limited resources. The best that the government can do is to provide some financial assistance to students through financial aids. The students that qualify for those financial aids are generally selected based on their needs and their academic achievements. 

              As the resources are getting even more limited due to the increasing number of students, the big question is:” Should financial aids be need based or merit based? “
              After showing how merit and need are related to education, we will see which one best fits the concept of school and end up by showing clearly why merit should be looked at before need based in awarding financial aids at Georgia Tech.

                              I- School and need Vs School and merit.
  School and need. 

· It is very hard for the poor to get some good college education.

· Schools are getting more and more expensive.
  School and merit.

· One should not go to school if he doesn’t have the desire and the best way to show the desire is through academic achievement.

· The whole purpose of going to school is to do well and give oneself a better chance in life.
                             II- Relevance of the two concepts to school. 

· There are no need based jobs but there surely are merit based jobs.

· As a student, nothing feels better than being called a good student; and that tittle, one can only get it with his academic achievement. It is not based on the social class one is coming from.

                             III- Why financial aid should be merit based at Tech.

· For Georgia Tech to look at a student’s financial situation, the student has to be accepted in the school; meaning Tech is interested in the student’s academic performance.

· One of the things that make schools like Tech great schools is what it takes to get in those schools. All great Schools are known to be hard to get into. That doesn’t mean financially especially in the case of Tech which is a public school, but academically. If you one gets in based on academic performance, one should get money based on academic performance.

· Besides. Life is a choice. If one really chose to go to school, one should somehow come up with the money to start and after proving that he has the desire through his performance, he can get some financial assistant as a reward.

                                                      Conclusion.

               As we can see throughout the lines above, merit is more relevant to education than need because at the end of the day, it is all about how you did in college academically not financially. So if someone needs some financial assistance to get some education, it should be the one that demonstrate the desire and the drive not the one that just need money.
